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The Declaration of the Nobility , Gentry, and Commo- 


nalty at the Rendezvous at Nottingham, Nov. 22. 1688. 


E the Nobility, Gentry, and Commonalty of theſe Northern Counties aſſem- 
bled together at Nottingham, for the defence of the Laws, Religion, and Pro- 
perties, according to thoſe free-born Liberties and Priviledges, deſcended 
to us from our Anceſtors, as the undoubted Birth- right of the Subjects of 
this Kingdom of England, (not doubting but rhe Infringers and Invaders of 

our Rights will repreſent us to the reſt of the Nation in the moſt malicious dreſs they can 
ut upon us) do here unanimouſly think it our Duty to declare to the reſt of our Proteſtant 

Fellow-Subje&s the Grounds of our preſent Undertaking, 

We are by innumerable Grievances made ſenſible, that the very Fundamentals of our Reli- 
gion, Liberties, and Properties are about to be rooted out by our late Jeſuitical Privy-Council, 
as hath been of late too apparent, 1. By the King's diſpenſing with all the Eſtabliſht Laws at 
his pleaſure. 2. By diſplacing all Officers out ot all Offices of Truſt and Advantage, and 
placing others in their room that are known Papiſts, deſervedly made incapable by the Eſta- 
bliſht Laws of our Land. 3.By deſtroying the Charters of moſt Corporations in the Land. 4. By 
diſcouraging all perſons that are not Papiſts, preferring ſuch as turn to Popery 5. By diſplacing 
all — and conſcientious Judges, unleſs they would, contrary to their Conſciences, declare that 
to be Law which was meerly arbitrary. 6. By branding all men with the name of Rebels 
that but offered to juſtiſie the Laws in a legal Courſe againſt the arbitrary proceedings of the 
King, or any of his corrupt Miniſters. 7. By burthening the Nation with an Army, to 
maintain the violation of the Rights of the Subjects. 8. By diſcountenancing the Eſtabliſnt 
Reform'd Religion. 9. By forbidding the Subjects the benefit of petitioning, and conſtruing 


them Libellers ; ſo rendring the Laws a Noſe of Wax, to ſerve their arbitrary Ends. And 


many more ſuch like, too long here to enumerate. 
We being thus made fadly ſenſible of the Arbitrary, and TyrannicalGovernment that is by the 
Influence of Jeſuitical Councels coming upon us, do unanimouſly declare, That not being 


willing to deliver our poſterity .over to ſuch a condition of Popery and Slavery, as the afore- 


faid Oppreſſions inevitably threaten ; we will to the utmoſt of our power oppoſe the ſame, 
by joining with the Prince of Orange (whom we hope God Almighty hath ſent to reſcue us 
from the Oppreſſions aforeſaid) will uſe our utmoſt Endeavours for the recovery of our al- 
moſt ruin'd Laws, Liberties, and Religion ; and herein we hope all good Proteſtant Sub- 
jects will with their Lives and Fortunes be aſſiſtant to us, and not be bugbear'd with the op- 
probrious terms of Rebels, by which they would fright us, to become perfect Slaves to their 
tyrannical Inſolencies and Uſurpations ; for we aſſure our ſelves, that no rational and unby- 
aſſed perſon will judge it Rebellion to defend our Laws and Religion, which all our Princes 
have Sworn at their Coronations; which Oath, how well it hath been obſerved of late, we 
deſire a Free Parliament may have the Conſideration of. : 

We own it Rebellion to reſiſt a King that governs by Law); but he was always ac- 
counted a Tyrant that made his Will the Law ; and to reſiſt ſuch an one, we juſtly eſteem no 
Rebellion, but a neceſſary Defence; and in this Conſideration we doubt not of all honeſt 
mens aſſiſtance, and humbly hope for, and implore the great God'sproteCtion, that turneth the 
hearts of his people as pleaſeth him beſt ; it having been obſerved, That people can never 
be of one mind without his inſpiration, which hath in all Ages confirmed that obſerva- 
tion, Vox Populi eft Vox Dei. 

The preſent reſtoring of Charters, and reverſing the oppreſſing and unjuſt Judgment given 
on Magdalen Colledge Fellows, is plain, are but to ſtill the people, like Plums to Children, by 
deceiving them for a while; but if they ſhall by this Stratagem be fooled, till this preſent ſtorm 
that threatens the Papiſts, be paſt, aſſoon as they ſhall be reſetled, the former Oppreſſion will 
be put on with greater vigour ; but we hope in vain is the Net ſpread in the ſight of the Birds: 
For (1.) The Papiſts old Rule is, That Faith is not to be kept with Hereticks, as they term Pro- 
teſtants, tho the Popiſh Religion is the greateſt Hereſie. And (2.) Queen Marys ſo ill obſer- 
ving her promiſes to the S fol- men that helpt her to her Throne. And above all, (3.) the 
Popes diſpenſing with the breach of Oaths, Treaties, or Promiſes, at his pleaſure, when it 
makes for the ſervice of Holy Church, as they term it. Theſe, we ſay, are ſuch convincing 
Reaſons to hinder us from giving Credit to the aforeſaid Mock-Shews of Redreſs, that we think 
our ſelves bound in Conſcience to reſt on no Security that ſhall not be approved by a freely 


Elected Parliament, to whom, under God, we refer our Cauſe. 


